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accentuate the difficulties of work, and often pave the way for
accidents ?
These matters formed the subject for discussion at the
important International Congress on Industrial Hygiene held in
Brussels, under the patronage of the Belgian Government, in
1910.1 Over 600 delegates of different nations, many of them
representatives of their respective countries, were present, and it
was resolved that methods of lighting in factories should be the
subject of further study, and that in the case of dangerous
machinery special care should be taken to ensure adequate
illumination.
The first International Congress for the Prevention of
Industrial Accidents took place at the end of May 1912 in
Milan. The intimate connection that is believed to exist between
conditions of lighting and the prevalence of accidents caused con-
siderable attention to be given to illumination, special importance
being again attached to the proper illumination of dangerous
machinery.
In a paper read by one of the authors on this occasion2 it was
suggested that insurance companies might be willing to offer
more favourable terms to companies whose lighting was up to a
certain standard. It was also advocated that inspectors of
factories should take note of the lighting conditions, and, if
possible, supplement these notes by actual measurements of
illumination, when accidents occurred.
The Home Office in Great Britain has also shown itself
equally alive to the importance of the matter. Recent reports
of H.M. Inspector of Factories have been most explicit in laying
stress on the need for more precise recommendations.3 The
recent Departmental Committee on Accidents in Factories and
Workshops4 likewise pointed out the need for some standard of
good illumination,and suggests that investigations in this direction
should be undertaken. It is added: " But, even before precise
data on this point are available, it is recommended that inspectors
should be given statutory power to require adequate lighting in
1  Ilium. Eng., London, Sept. 1910, p. 599.
2  " The Value of Good Illumination as a Means of Preventing Industrial
Accidents," L. Gaster, Ilium. Eng., July 1912, p. 337.
3  Reports   of   H.M.   Chief   Inspector   of   Factories,   see   Ilium.   Eny.,
London, vol. ii.,   1909,   p.  466;   vol.   hi.,   1910,   p.' 493;   vol.   v.,   '11)12,
pp. 380, 418.
4  Departmental Committee on Accidents in Factories, Ilium. Eng., vol. iv.,
1911, p. 401.